302             THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MA&ATMA  GANDHI

OF       LIFE        AND        WHO        MIGHT        SIMPLY         MAKE        OF        IT
A        CONVENIENCE        TO        SCREEN        OFFENDERS.
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276.   TELEGRAM TO SATTAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI

BOMBAY,
May 11, 1919

EVERYONE FREE IDENTIFY IF HIS CONSCIENCE DOES
NOT PREVENT, MY OWN OPINION IS THOSE FOLLOWING
ASHRAM PRINCIPLES MAY NOT GIVE EVIDENCE INCRIMI-
NATING THOSE WHOM THEY ARE WEANING FROM CRIME.
HAVE SENT FULL TELEGRAM MR. GUIDER ASKING NOT
FORCE YOU. THOSE WHO WILL          DECLINE IDENTIFY

RUN        RISK        OF        BEING        IMPRISONED.

N. A. I. : Home : Political-A : August 1919 : Nos. 261-72 & K. W.

277.   LETTER TO J. L. MAFFET
BOMBAY,
May 11, 1919
DEAR MR. MAFFEY,
I received your letter1 this morning. It was redirected from
Ahmedabad. I thank you for it. I telegraphed in reply as
follows:
Things are indeed moving fa$t in India, We are sitting on
many mines any one of which may explode any moment. The Afghan
news adds to the existing complications. May God grant H, E.
strength to bear these heavy burdens.
* The reference is to the P,S/s letter of May 7, in which he had written :
"The Afghan news will surprise you. Excited by grossly exaggerated stories of
disorders in India, the hot-headed, inexperienced Amanullah has decided that
*the Afghan sword shall shine in India** It is a new complication. Militarily
it is not a serious proposition for us and we are doing our best to act with all
restraint towards this young man in his midsummer madness.
"... Can we look to you for help ? I believe you could be of immense
assistance in stabilizing Indian opinion. I am writing this of my own initiative
though I shall show it to the Viceroy. Hoping you are well."